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Socidté d Emulation Lxxx

the Descent from the Cross or of the Crucifixion.® The altar-painting, which must have decorated the De
Moor chapel itself, is preserved in the Thyssen-Bornemissza collection at Lugano. It shows the
Lamentation {or Descent from the Cross), with the portraits of De Moor and his wife with St. Donatian
and 5t. Adrian on the wings. The painting, & close imitation of a work by Dirk Bouts in the Louvre,
has been attributed to the Bruges “Master of the Legend of St. Lucy’, whose principal work, of 1480,
still exists in S¢. James’s.® The Lamentation for the De Moor chapel may well have been completed by
1487; Obrecht’s mass would, therefore, have been performed in front of it. The Lucy-Master is
otherwise known for the views of the city of Bruges which he included in some of his works, but also
for his connection with music. His Mary Queen of Heaven {Samuel H. Kress collection, National
Gallery, Washington, 0.c.) shows angels performing from mensural notation. The pieceis-an Ape
regina celorum, similar to the well-known motet by Walter Frye, ' on which Obrecht based his mass
and motet of the same name.

It must be assumed that Obrecht composed Misse De Sancto Donatiane between March 1487 and
his departure for Ferrara in August of that year. A Misse De Sancto Adrians, which he may have
composed in this context as well, has not been found. .

Léon de Burbure, archivist of Antwerp cathedral during the nineteenth century, claimed to have
found documents there which attest to the visit in 1494 of a group of singers from St. Donatian’s to
Obrecht at Antwerp, where they were feted iavishly (see Fétis and Vander Straeten under
Literature). Their visit was intended to express their appreciation for a mass which Obrecht
composed and sent to theni in 1491, the year he ended his first period of employment at Bruges. It has
been assumed that the present mass was the work in question (e.g., Fétis, Gombosi, etc.; see
Literature). Attractive as this theory seems, it can no longer be sustained. Adalbert Roth has
determined that the main body of VatS 35, which contains Missa De Sancte Donatiare, was completed
by 1490 at the latest; and on paleographic grounds he has shown that the folios containing this mass
were probably copied in 1488. (The editor is indebted to Dr. Roth for communicating this

information). Thus, if Obrecht did compose a mass for Bruges in 1491, it could not have been this

one,

Performance Practice

The two sources are not in agreement upon the underlay of the cantus firmus texts; JenalU 32
commonly specifies those of the borrowed melodies, while VatS 35 more often prescribes mass texts:

Voice Jenal 32 VatS 35

Kyrie
Kyrie 1 3 O beate pater Kyrie
Christe 2 O beate pater Christe
Kyrie 3 O beate pater Kyrie
2 Gefit den armen Kyrie
4 {m.87) Geflt den armen eleyson

8 F. Winkler, Das Werk des Hugn van der Goes {Berlin, 1964), pp. 127f. {the painting being identified here with the often-copied Grasse Kreazabnatme).
® See, most recently, M. Friedlander, Barly Netherlandish Painting, rev, ed., vol. vi {comments by Nicole Veronee-Verhaegen), part 2 (Leiden, 1971),

Suppl. 239. X
18 See, most recently, P. E. Carapezza, ‘Regine angelorum i musica picta,’ Rivistz liafians di Masicologia x (1975}, 152-154 and plate 4.

XV
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